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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As we are moving in our church calendar, entering in our forty days of Lent Season, we’re returning to our baptismal call to bear the
fruits of mercy and justice in the world. For many, imaging Lent is merely a time of somber self-sacrifice, but the gospel acclamation for
Lent reminds us to return to God, who is gracious, merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. In each of the gospel’s
readings, we heard a word of grace amid our fears we face: God longs to hear us as a father who wants to listen to his children.
For many of us, the world, and the church life has been disrupted. We’re all in a life transition now because of Covid. But how can
you and I come out on the other side of this pandemic with a robust faith in Jesus Christ our Lord?
We can’t look back on our strong faith of yesterday and hope that it delivers today. Even the most mature believers fall when their
inner spiritual lives are not routinely nourished. Like personal Bible study and prayer, devotionals, gathering with our church for
corporate worship, attending small groups, giving generously, fasting, and serving missionary are all key ingredients to a thriving faith.
When we leave our church families, we leave the strength of like-minded believers who also walk by faith and live counterculturally.
We leave the strength of being known, the strength of rhythms and disciplines and community that carried us through good times and
bad.
The apostle Peter says we are “sojourners and exiles” and we must “abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against
your soul” (2 Peter 2:11). Both our flesh and the world wage war against us. It is not only unsafe to journey alone as a follower of Jesus;
it’s a death wish. Whether it’s a major move or COVID, prolonged isolation means certain death.
If you and I want strong faith, we must have a strong commitment to our church. It’s just that simple.
Indeed, God’s ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8–9). And the Spirit indeed blows where he pleases (John 3:8), so we are often
unable to discern what God is doing. I don’t want to overstate the case or presume to know exactly how God moves amongst his
people. But what I can say, without hesitation and pleading in my heart for my brothers and sisters in Jesus, is that a strong common
denominator amongst Christians who persevere in the faith is their commitment to the church.
Amid this global transition, many in the church—one-third of American Christians—have left their local church fellowship. And it
shows. As our fellowship, either online or in-person, has waned, so has our mental and emotional health and well-being.
We suffer in isolation because we are not meant to be alone. We were created for the community. Because of COVID 19, fellowship
in 2020 (and well into 2021 and for who knows how much longer) we must be creative. Depending on each believer’s location, it might
have to be online, or it might be in small groups that meet outdoors, or it might look much like it always has. Regardless of the specifics,
fellowship is not optional for the Christian.
When Adam was alone, God said it wasn’t good, and he made Eve (Genesis 2:18). The wisdom of Solomon tells us that two are
better than one for our productivity, safety, and thriving (Eccl. 4:9–12). We see breathtaking beauty in the early church who “devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And having all things in common”
(Acts 2:42–47). Quarantined or not, we need each other.
I know Zoom and Facebook Live and all the platforms are hard. Online connection is not ideal. But texting church friends, facetiming small group members, and attending church together online is fellowship. It is something. It is of value. And this year, it’s the stuff
of life. I am grateful for the ways St. Luke is creative to connect members through Zoom to create community. And this is what we are, a
community of saints!
The path to thriving faith on the other side of any transition or pandemic is a fierce commitment to our community church. That’s the
very simple, very plain Christian approach for this moment in history.
We need each other. Our lives depend on it. Let’s be creative and committed and get through this together.
Faithfully
yours,
Pastor Jacqueline Belzer

Saint Luke Appreciates Your
Continued Offerings
Even though church services
are currently suspended, you can
still give to St. Luke to help
support our mission to serve the
people in our congregation and
in our community. A new “Ways
to Give” page on St. Luke’s
website explains how you can
give in three ways—by mail,
online, and using a mobile app.
You can make electronic
offerings using a credit or debit
card or by withdrawal directly
from a bank account (EFT
transaction). EFT transactions
are preferred because the fees
are lower. For more information,
go to saintlukechurch.org and
click “Ways to Give” at the top.
Your gifts are appreciated!

February Scripture Readers
7 Holly Schultz
14 Jen Fredrickson
21 Sue McNeill
28 Joyce Bluel

We are in need of contributions to
replenish our Loaves and Fishes fund.
Due to Covid-19 we have had to
change the way we deliver the meals;
it is now on a to-go basis. This means
additional cost for the containers that
need to be purchased to package the
meals to be taken out, rather than
served at the site. Please consider
contributing to this longstanding St
Luke ministry. You may do so either
online at our website or by sending a
check to church with “Loaves and
Fishes” in the memo line.

.

LOAVES AND FISHES
Our heartfelt thanks to
our
January
volunteers: Christine
Olson, Bev Gause and
Claudia Melbye.

BUN RUN

.

February Birthdays
4 Maggie Erickson
5 Kurt Schultz
7 Samantha Smith
9 Kirby Peterson
10 Junella Litzkow
11 Sue Grzywinski
14 Dianne Diestler
16 Ann Verschoyle
17 David Nedrelow
23 Mary Dybvig,
Volker Landenberger
24 Jeff Kingsley
26 Karen Wasko
28 Sadie Pilgrim

The official minutes of each council
meeting can be obtained through the
church office. If you have any questions,
please contact any church council
member. The council meets monthly,
usually on the third Tuesday. Meetings
are open to the congregation, and all are
welcome. Currently the church council is
meeting by video conferencing. If you
would like to attend, contact any church
council member.
2021 Church Council Members
Sue McNeill, President,
suemc1493@gmail.com
Kay Reich, Secretary,
kernkamp.reich@gmail.com
Joyce Bluel, Treasurer,
JBluel@comcast.net
David Tews, Member at Large,
dtews.mn@gmail.com
Wendy Bjorklund, Member at Large,
wbjorklund@stcloudstate.edu
Jill Burchill, Member at Large,
jillkburchill@gmail.com

Many thanks to our Bun Run
volunteers for February:
Doug Klein, Larry and Junella
Litzkow, Julie Ellingson, Mike
Hegdahl.

Our next SM/SL Book Club
is Sunday,
Feb.
28 at
6:30pm! We
will
be
discussing “Untamed”, a
thought-provoking nonfiction
book
by
Glennon
Doyle: “Doyle shows us the
clearest meaning of ‘To thine
own self be true.’ “ —Oprah
Winfrey. The Zoom invite
will be emailed to you the
week
before. All
are
welcome….do join us any
time!
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The new year offers many opportunities for everyone to share their time and talents to keep St. Luke strong and
growing. Here are a few for you to consider.
We have an opening on council for Vice President. Our Constitution states: “The Vice President shall preside at
meetings of the Church Council and Congregation in the absence of the President.” You must be a voting
member of the congregation and have at least one year previous experience on the council. We meet on the
third Tuesday of the month on Zoom at 6:30 pm. You will serve until Dec. 31, 2021. If you are interested or have
questions, please contact me or any council member. The deadline to self-nominate for the VP open position
on council is Feb. 12. We need you.
We are ready to begin the call process for a settled part-time pastor. The Synod Call Manual instructs us to form
a Mission Exploration Team (MET) to complete a Ministry Site Profile (MSP). We completed one in 2019 when
we were looking for a part-time shared pastor. The MET will update that MSP form with the help of the Synod
and those who worked on the 2019 MSP. The MET will consist of 3-5 members to include the president and the
interim pastor. If you are interested or have questions, please contact me or any council member. The council
hopes to make a call to someone by late spring or early summer. We need you.
The Synod 2021 Conference Assembly is Saturday, Feb. 13 on Zoom. St. Luke is permitted to invite 4 members,
in addition to the pastor, to attend and vote. Pr. Jacqueline and I have registered. We are looking for 3 more
members to join us. If you are available or have questions, please contact me or Pr. Belzer. We have until Feb.
9 to complete our registration. We need you.
The council is discussing a way to allow Pr. Belzer the choice of leading our Sunday service on Zoom from the
St. Luke altar or pulpit. We are thinking of the future when we return to our church building, and would still like to
offer a simultaneous Zoom service for our homebound and out-of-state members and guests. If you have an
interest in making this possible, or have computer or camera knowledge to share, please contact me or any
council member. We need you.
The Zoom Chats are going so well and are such fun! As a host, I have learned new things about members I have
known for years! Pr. Jacqueline would like to chat with each and every member either by Zoom or phone. If you
have not been contacted yet to schedule a chat, please contact me or any council member. The chats last 15-20
minutes and are a way to know Pastor and for her to know you. Think of it as a coffee hour visit after a service
(bring your own coffee/cookies). All family members are encouraged to join in.
We are blessed to have church family members who each have so much to share, so many memories, so many
traditions. Is this your time? Please offer to share your time and talents in any of the above openings. We do
sincerely need you.
Be safe and well,
Sue McNeill
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Notes From the Music Director
Ash Wednesday
and Weekly Lenten Services
We will have an online Ash Wednesday Service on
February 17 at 7pm; the Zoom invite will be emailed to
you the week before. Also, you will receive a letter and
ashes the first week of February so that, during the Ash
Wednesday service, you may impose the ashes on
yourself and/or impose ashes on persons in your
household, if you so desire.
Online Midweek Lenten Services will be Wednesdays at
6:30pm, beginning February 24. It was fun to restart the
soup suppers last year, and while we cannot eat
together in person, we can still share
soup recipes together! We invite you to send your
favorite soup recipe and we will include these recipes
with the weekly Zoom invite. Each Wednesday, we will
sing through the Holden Evening Prayer and Pastor will
share scripture and a reflection as we journey
through the season of Lent.

BIBLE STUDY: Pr. Jacqueline would like to resume
the Zoom Bible Study again on Wednesdays at
9:30am beginning February 17 using “A Story To Tell:
Devotions for Lent 2021” during the Lenten season.
Books will be mailed to those wanting to attend. This
book begins on Ash Wednesday (February 17) and
continues through Holy Saturday (April 3) . Each day
will include a brief passage from the Gospel of Mark.
We will discuss the Bible lesson of the day and from
the previous days since the last meeting. This allows
us to have a daily devotional, observations and a
prayer and a weekly discussion on Mark’s Gospel
story. Please contact Ruth Carlson or Jo Klein if you
would like to receive a book and join the Bible Study.
There is room for all.

Certain hymns can be earworms for me and have a hard time
leaving my brain. I try to dislodge it with an "unending" children's
song but other times, a hymn can last in my head for weeks. "Here I
Am, Lord" is one of those hymns for me, and though it has been
stuck in my brain since the beginning of January, this time I've
decided to embrace it. To increase my daily activity, I've started
doing yoga (nearly) every day. In the last minutes of yoga, there are
a few quiet minutes to let your mind and body settle, and I've found
it a beautiful time to pray. As my prayer comes to a close, one part
of "Here I Am, Lord" surfaces to my mind: "I will go Lord, if you lead
me." As I have been reflecting on the readings and hymns for Lent,
those words begin to feel like an invitation to sit and listen, to
reflect and be open. I look forward to sharing in the music of Lent
and traveling the Lenten journey with you.
Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to the offering
photos – they are a bright point in the week for many. This month's
themes are:
2/7: Stars; 2/14 Sharing of the Peace (I'm challenging St. Luke to
see how many we can get to participate!); 2/21 Rainbows; 2/28
Crosses.
You can send in pictures for these themes anytime; I'll keep them
marked for the week. Also, thank you to everyone who participates
in the Joyful Noise project. We'll have another opportunity to sing a
joyful noise later this month for use in March. This month, my "Live
in the Lot" music hour on Sunday, Feb. 21st from 1 to 2pm will have
a little piano mixed in as we enjoy classical pieces. For those who
can't come to "Live in the Lot," join us for another Hymn Sing on
Sunday, February 7th at 7:00 pm, I'll throw in some "Name That
Tune" in-between the songs too!
Peace, Rebecca Ruiz

COMMUNION CUPS: We will be offering individual servings of a
wafer and juice for our communion services. It is a plastic
(recyclable) cup and sealed wafer on top. These are easy to open
and use. We hope this will enhance our communion experience.
The individual cups will be available on Sunday Jan. 31 from 1 to
2pm (during Becca’s music hour) and other times will be announced.
You will be offered 2 cups for each communing person in your home.
They will be pre-blessed by Pastor and used at the February 17 Ash
Wednesday service and the Sunday, Feb. 21 service. If we decide
this is helpful to us until we can meet again at the altar, the cups will
be ordered and available 1 to 2 months at a time, depending on the
number requested.

The Lord bless thee and keep thee. -Numbers 6:24
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