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The Pastor’s Perspective...
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It has been 3 months since I began serving as your interim pastor, but even in my short time here, I have discovered the
commitment in this congregation to the work of God. It did not take me long to realize that God is alive and active at St Luke
Lutheran Church. I feel privileged and humbled to be a part of this ministry, a ministry steeped in such rich history and looking for
new and creative ways toward God's future during the pandemic. You have made me feel welcomed, and in my short time here, I
have been able to experience a wide array of ministries and have learned a great deal from all of you.
This has been a year of transitions. I’d like to take a moment to acknowledge and celebrate the work of this council and staff
always willing to answer my questions and guide me during this time of learning and help the congregation in very creative ways. I
am also learning that St Luke hosts other events and ministries in the community by sharing space, and creating relationships
outside of the walls of the church.
We have asked the Synod to assist us in a pre-call committee with the hope of becoming aware of identifying issues of
conflict, grief and/or guilt that affect our life and ministry. Deacon Krista Lind will be our advisor during our call process. In an
effort to acknowledge and hear any of those issues, Deacon Lind and I will be facilitating several small meetings where members
(no more than 7) can share their thoughts and feelings about the St. Luke’s first experience with a shared part-time pastor. It is
the first step in moving forward in discovering the congregation’s needs and hopes for a settled part-time pastor. There will be
other opportunities for the congregation to have input in this call process.
At the same time, the Church Council is praying (as we all should be) for the Holy Spirit to guide their responsibility to appoint
a Call Committee. There will be some overlap between a Council member (or two) and the Call Committee, as well as other
persons who reflect different parts of your life together, such as children and youth programs, music interests, worship committee,
Safe Team, etc. You will be informed as soon as a Call Committee is appointed. I am hoping it will happen in March.
The season of Lent is all about conversion: changing our hearts and turning away from sin toward God. Our practices, such
as reconciliation, help us change old habits and lead life differently than before. We undertake this journey not just as individuals
but also as a community. The Reconciliation celebrates God’s action in our lives, the reality of God’s forgiveness. It also
celebrates what God hopes for us: to be a forgiving and reconciling people. In light of God’s unconditional love for us, we realize
that we fall short, get lost, miss the mark – that is, we sin in our living and our loving. We repent, ask for forgiveness, and take
actions to put things right. Perhaps our biggest challenge with this is to truly believe that we can be, and are, forgiven.
In the season of Lent, it has become a common part of Lutheran piety to provide an opportunity for reflective worship during
the middle of the week which is centered in the suffering and death of Jesus. This year we will be having midweek Lenten services
on the Gospel of Mark readings. To enhance our devotional reflection on this theme, we are using a Lenten devotional booklet
during our Bible study group on Wednesday’s mornings at 9:30 am that is also based on the Gospel of Mark. You are invited to
participate; please contact Jo. (651-698-9443)
May our Lord richly bless your contemplation on the penitential and contrite character of the Lenten season even while you
reflect on God’s great love for you through the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In Christ,
Pastor Jacqueline Belzer

Saint Luke Appreciates Your
Continued Offerings
Even though church services
are currently suspended, you can
still give to St. Luke to help
support our mission to serve the
people in our congregation and
in our community. A new “Ways
to Give” page on St. Luke’s
website explains how you can
give in three ways—by mail,
online, and using a mobile app.
You can make electronic
offerings using a credit or debit
card or by withdrawal directly
from a bank account (EFT
transaction). EFT transactions
are preferred because the fees
are lower. For more information,
go to saintlukechurch.org and
click “Ways to Give” at the top.
Your gifts are appreciated!
.

“I have held many
things in my hands,
and I have lost them
all; but whatever I
have placed in God's
hands, that I still
possess.”
Martin Luther

Thrivent Financial members of
St. Luke, have you directed your
Thrivent Choice $ yet this year? If
not, a wonderful way to support
your church would be to direct
those dollars to St. Luke. It is
simple to do by logging into your
account online or by calling your
Thrivent agent.

The official minutes of each council
meeting can be obtained through the
church office. If you have any
questions, please contact any church
council member. The council meets
monthly, usually on the third
Tuesday. Meetings are open to the
congregation, and all are welcome.
Currently the church council is
meeting by video conferencing. If you
would like to attend, contact any
church council member.
2021 Church Council Members
Sue McNeill, President,
suemc1493@gmail.com
Kay Reich, Secretary,
kernkamp.reich@gmail.com
Joyce Bluel, Treasurer,
JBluel@comcast.net
David Tews, Member at Large,
dtews.mn@gmail.com
Wendy Bjorklund, Member at Large,
wbjorklund@stcloudstate.edu
Jill Burchill, Member at Large,
jillkburchill@gmail.com

March Birthdays
1 Leo Fabbrini
3 Abigail Winecke
4 Carl Elliott
6 Mark Stadem
7 Judy Salaba
10 Amelia Mathis
Lois Porter
13 David Verschoyle
16 Susan Lorenz
18 Jacob Arndt
Larry Eckstrom
Lisa Beiswenger
22 Alex Klein
26 Sheridan Moore
31 Julie Gaarder
Robyn Rongstad
Ralph Skoe

March Anniversaries
12 Mike Amundson &
Kimberly Tyl: ‘04
19 Sue & Dan Grzywinski: ‘77

BUN RUN

Many thanks to our Bun Run
volunteers for February: Doug
Klein, Larry and Junella Litzkow,
Julie Ellingson, Mike Hegdahl.
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It is time to begin the call process to find a settled part-time pastor. The St. Paul Area Synod has a Call Process
Manual and the Call Process Manual Appendices online. (We can provide paper copies.) The Synod has asked
Deacon Krista Lind to be our guide through this call process. We have our 2019 Ministry Site Profile (MSP) as an
example of how we will complete the 2021 MSP. It will provide all the information describing St. Luke’s
congregation, neighborhood, financial compensation, and of course, our missions, goals, and hopes for the future.
Once approved by our congregation, it will be submitted to the Synod to share with candidates. The Call
Committee will be formed once the MSP is ready for approval. The manual suggests that the Council select the
Mission Exploration Team (MET). While the council will certainly assist the MET, I prefer to invite 2-3 non-council
members to also be on the MET. The MET will involve meetings. I understand that this seems like a difficult task,
but not impossible. This will be my first time on an MET. I have only been on Call Committees for Pastors. Drier
and Person. I am happy to report that the manual provides a clear path on how to begin, where we can gather
information for various sections, with the help of our congregation, the Synod, and Deacon Lind. Please contact me
at the home phone and email in our directory with any questions. Our MET meetings must begin NOW in order to
honor our covenant with Pr. Belzer as our interim part-time pastor while we go through the call process. The future
of St. Luke is always in your hands and hearts. Please step forward.
Be safe and well,
Sue McNeill

Council Update
The Council met on Tuesday, Feb. 16 and discussed:
A) plans to facilitate concurrent Zoom and live Sunday services
B) creating a Worship Committee
C) continued need for a Vice President
D) need for members of a Mission Exploration Team (MET) re the call process
E) pre-call small meeting dates scheduled
F) approved JCC weekday period for use of parking lot and boulevard for bus loading/unloading re Camp Butwin
G) denied use of the building to MN Youth Symphony as they need all rooms. They want to return in 2022
H) approved one-day use by Ramsey County as a polling place
I) approved the Garden Club two-day use of the side yard and street parking to distribute their fundraising plant sales;
J) two Gertens fundraisers will happen with online purchases.
We meet again on March 9, at 6:30pm. Anyone can attend. Contact Sue McNeill for Zoom invitation.
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Important Opportunity
for St. Luke Members

Weekly Lenten Services
And Holy Week
Online Midweek Lenten Services continue on
Wednesdays at 6:30pm. It was fun to restart the soup
suppers last year, and while we cannot eat together in
person, we can still share soup recipes together! We
invite you to send your favorite soup recipe and we
will include these recipes with the weekly Zoom invite.
Each Wednesday, we will sing through the Holden
Evening Prayer and Pastor will share scripture and a
reflection as we journey through the season of Lent.
Holy Week Online Service Schedule:
Palm Sunday
March 28, 9:30am
Maundy Thursday
April 1, 7pm
Good Friday
April 2, 7pm
Easter Sunday
April 4, 9:30am

SAFE TEAM REPORT
The Council approved keeping the church closed until
April 1, 2021, but we feel we may need to move that
date to May 1, 2021. We continue to research many
sources on how to re-open again with adequate safety
measures. When we re-open for services, we will need
to ask folks for reservations to provide safe distancing.
Also, we will implement some screening procedures: we
will take temps, ask questions, obtain signatures on the
Contact Form, and require masks, among other
guidelines. The Council is finding a way to provide an
in-person service along with the Zoom service on
Sundays. Once that is available, we feel that the
necessary precautions will be in place and we can
consider re-opening our doors for Sunday services.
Thank you for agreeing to remain safe and well for
almost a year. We understand how important it is for us
to be together again as soon as possible. Safety is our
first concern.

You are invited to attend a small group conversation with Pr.
Jacqueline and Deacon Krista Lind to discuss the events that
have occurred at St. Luke in 2019-2020 regarding Pastor Emily's
time with us as our first part-time pastor. It is an opportunity to
share your feelings or concerns, and also share your hopes for
our congregation as we move forward to call a “settled” part-time
pastor. This is an important first step in the call process and we
hope you will participate and offer your input.
Groups will be limited to 7 participants to ensure everyone
has a chance to speak and be heard in this one-hour meeting.
Choices of dates/times are: Tues. 3/2, 7pm; Thurs. 3/4, 7pm;
Mon. 3/8, 11am and 7pm. Contact Wendy Bjorklund
(wlbjorklund@stcloudstate.edu or 651-357-5742) to reserve your
place in a group. A final meeting of St. Luke members to review
our responses to the questions will be scheduled after all
conversations have occurred.
If you prefer, or do not have Zoom access, please send
written responses to these questions directly to Pr. Jacqueline or
arrange to speak with her privately (belzer61@gmail.com; 612703-4752). Please participate in whatever way works best for
you.

March is Minnesota FoodShare Month!
Each March, Minnesota FoodShare directs the March
Campaign, the largest food drive in the state, and restocks 300
food shelves across Minnesota. It recruits thousands of
congregations, companies, schools and civic groups to run
local food and fund drives to aid in the effort.
Minnesota FoodShare actively promotes statewide food
shelf donations, provides resources for food drive organizers,
distributes funds to participating Minnesota food shelves,
lobbies lawmakers on the behalf of those who are hungry, and
educates the public about hunger in Minnesota.
So, during the month of March, we will be collecting
donations of food and money for those in need. The food
gathered will be donated to St. Francis Basket, which is our
neighborhood’s local food shelf. Checks can be made out to
St. Luke with a notation of “food drive” in the memo line.
Thanks for all of your help!
DROP OFF DAYS/TIMES:
Saturday, 3/6, 10 to 11am (Kay Reich)
Sunday, 3/14, 1 to 2pm (Wendy Bjorklund)
Saturday, 3/20, 2 to 3pm (Joyce Bluel)
Sunday, 3/28, 1 to 2pm (Emily Elfritz)
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Notes From the Music Director

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY continues on Wednesdays at
9:30am using “A Story To Tell: Devotions for Lent 2021”
during the Lenten season. Books will be mailed to
those wanting to attend. This book began on Ash
Wednesday and continues through Holy Saturday (April
3). Each day will include a brief passage from the
Gospel of Mark. We will discuss the Bible lesson of the
day and from the previous days since the last meeting.
This allows us to have a daily devotional, observations
and a prayer and a weekly discussion on Mark’s Gospel
story. Please contact Ruth Carlson or Jo Klein if you
would like to receive a book and join the Bible Study.
There is room for all.

This month as we continue our Lenten journey, I
thought I'd share one of my favorite verses:
"Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength
and my redeemer." Psalm 19:14
I love to use it as a simple prayer and hope it
inspires you as we continue through Lent this month.
I'm definitely inspired by all the photos we get for
our offerings each week and I'm so thankful for
everyone who contributes. A big thank you to
everyone who "shared the peace" for February 14th too!
Here are the first 3 weeks of offering themes for March,
you can send in your photos at any time:

Finally, spring is right around the corner. It is time
once
again
for
our
popular
annual Gertens bedding plant fundraiser! Orders
will be taken online, as we did for the spring flower
fundraiser. The link to order the bedding plants will
be emailed or postal mailed to you shortly. Please
take note of the important dates below, and thanks in
advance for your generosity!

3/7: Bibles…a picture of your favorite Bible or maybe
you have a family heirloom?
3/14: Light in the darkness or candles
3/21: Seeds or young plants

Thursday, April 1: Open online ordering
Thursday, April 22: Close online ordering
Saturday, May 15: Pick-up of bedding plants, times
TBD. 10am to noon or 11am to 1pm.
Contact person: Joyce Bluel, 651-295-7350

Live in the Lot: HymnSing style and we'll be featuring
female composers and hymnists! Sunday, March 21st,
1:00-2:00pm

Hymnsing: I'm going to change up the time! Join me
at 1:00 pm on Sunday, March 7th to sing some
favorites and guess some trivia!

Look for emails in the coming weeks with more
details. I look forward to connecting with you and
sharing in music together!
Rebecca Ruiz

LOAVES AND FISHES
Our heartfelt thanks to our
February volunteers: Katy
Eggert, Julie Gaarder and
Joyce Bluel.

March Scripture Readers
7 Holly Schultz
14 Sue McNeill
21 Jennifer Fredrickson
28 Christine Olson

The Lord bless thee and keep thee. -Numbers 6:24

Daylight Savings Day is
Sunday, March 14!
Set your clocks one hour
ahead
on
Saturday
evening, March 13.

5

